
The Democratization Perspective 

View: Open Science promotes equity by making research freely accessible to all, especially 

researchers in the Global South or underfunded institutions. 

Knowledge is the common heritage of humankind, and it is the engine of human progress. Yet, for 

decades, we have allowed this essential resource to be locked away behind expensive paywalls, 

creating a two-tiered world of scientific "haves" and "have-nots." This is not just inefficient; it is unjust. 

Researchers at elite, wealthy institutions have access to the latest findings, while brilliant minds at 

smaller colleges, in developing nations, or even independent citizen-scientists are left in the dark, 

unable to afford the exorbitant subscription fees charged by major academic publishers. This system 

perpetuates global inequality and stifles potential from entire regions of the world. 

Open Science is the essential antidote to this injustice. By ensuring that all research articles, data, and 

educational resources are free to access, we level the playing field. A student in Lagos or La Paz gains 

access to the same library of knowledge as a professor at Harvard. This democratization of information 

unleashes dormant talent and allows the global scientific community to become truly global. It fulfills a 

fundamental moral promise: the idea that a person’s ability to contribute to human knowledge should 

be determined by their intellect and curiosity, not the budget of their institution. As the guiding principle 

states, "Knowledge should not be gated by paywalls—it belongs to everyone." 

 


